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LIFE OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN POLAND 
X 
The Main Counc i l  of the Po l i sh Ep i s copa t e ,  composed o f :  Cardinal 
Joz e f  G l emp,  Po l i sh Prima t e ,  cha irman of  the Conference o f  the Po l i sh 
Ep i s copa t e ;  card ina l Fran c i s zek Macharski,  Cracow metropo l i t an , deputy 
cha i r m a n  o f  t h e  P o l i s h E p i s c o p a t e ; c a rd i n a l Henryk Gu l b inow i c z ,  
W r o c l a w  m e t r o p o l i t a n ;  a r chb i s h op Je rzy S t roba,  Poznan me tropo l i t an ;  
a r c hb i s h o p  B r on s l aw D a b r o w s k i ,  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  P o l s ih E p i s c op a t e ; 
b i s hop Al fons Nos s o l ,  ordinary b i shop of  Opo l e ;  and b i shop S tani s l aw 
S zymeck i ,  ord inary b i shop o f  Kielce,  held i t s  debates on February 2 7 ,  
1 9 8 7 ,  in the Roman Col l ege a t  the Pol ish Church o f  S t .  S tan i s l aus the 
B i s h o p  a n d  M a r t y r  • .  ( Th e  M a in C ounc i l  o f  the P o l i s h E p i s c o p a t e  c om ­
p r i s e s  a l s o :  b i s h o p  I g n a cy Tok a r c zu k ,  o r d i n a ry b i s h o p  o f  P r zem y s l ,  
and b i shop Edward Ma tersk i ,  ordinary b i shop o f  Sandom ierz-Radom d io­
ces e ,  who were absent in Rome. ) 
The meet ing d i scussed mat ters connected w i th the third j ourney o f  
Pope John Pau l I I  to Po l and. On the next day ,  February 2 8 ,  members of  
the Ma in Counc i l  of  the Pol i sh Epis copate were received by Pope John 
Pau l I I  at a spe c i a l  aud ience , where, on beha l f  of the ent i re Episco­
p a t e  and the C h u r c h  in P o l a n d ,  t h e y  e x t e n d e d  to the H o l y  F a t h e r  John 
P a u l I I  a for m a l i nv i t a t i o n  t o  v i s i t  P o l an d  on June 8 - 1 4 ,  1 9 8 7 .  The 
pres ented program was approved by the Pope. 
Th� rough program of the Pon t i ff's  v i s i t  in Po land i s  a s  fol lows : 
- June 8 :  arriva l in Warsaw and a meet ing w i th the pres ident of the 
C o un c i l  o f  S t a t e  Wo j c i e c h  Ja r u z e l s k i  ( p l an n e d  d u r a t ion o f  
the mee t ing : ove r two hour s )  
- June 9 :  Lub l in (v i s i t  t h e  Lu b l in C a th o l i c  Un i ve r s i t y ,  w h e r e  for 
many years he wa s head of  the cha ir of  ethic s )  and Tarnow 
- June 10 : Cracow 
- June 1 1  
and 12 : Szczecin and Gdansk 
- June 13 : Cze s tochowa and Lodz , and return to Warsaw 
- June 14 : p l anned departure for Rome . 
X 
The 2 18 th P lenary Conference o f  Ord inary B i shops of  Po l i sh arch­
d i o c e s e  a n d  d i o c e s e s  he l d  i t s  d e b a t e s  on F e b r u a r y  1 0 ,  1 9 8 7 ,  a t  t h e  
p r e m i s e s  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t  o f  t h e  P o l i s h E p i s c o p a t e  i n  W a r s a w .  I t  
was preceded by a mee t ing o f  the Main Counc i l  o f  the Ep i scop a t e ,  wh i ch 
was held on January 30  in Warsaw , under the cha i rmanship of  cardin a l  
Joze f  G 1emp,  Po l i sh Primate.  
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Below i s  the text o f  a commun ique pub l i shed by the Pre s s  Office 
of  the Po l i sh Epis copate upon the conc lus ion o f  the Conference :  
On February 1 0 ,  di oce san b i shops con ferred a t  the prem i s e s  
of the Secretariat of  the Polish Episcopa t e  i n  Warsaw. The 
d e b a t e s  w e r e  cha i r e d  b y  c a r d i n a l Jo z e f  G l em p ,  P o l i s h P r i ­
mate. He informed the b i shops about the cour se o f  h i s  t a lks 
w i th the Ho ly Father John Pau l I I  and in the h i gh offices of 
the Roman Cu r i a  d u r ing h i s  s o j o u rn in Rome in the t h i r d  
decade o f  January this year. 
Th e b i s h o p s  a c qua i n t e d  t h e m s e  1 v e s  w i t h the c ou r s e  and 
contents o f  the debates  of the Joint Government and Episco­
pa l C om m i s s i o n ,  wh i ch h e l d  i t s  3 6 t h s e s s i on i n  W a r s a w  on 
February 9 this year. 
D i s c u s s e d w e r e  p r op o s a l s  o f  t h e  d i o c e s an b i s h o p s  c on­
cerned as t o  the par t i c ipat ion o f  the Holy Father John Paul 
II in the Euchar i s t  Congress  in War saw , C z e s t ochowa,  Gdansk, 
Cracow,  Lub l in ,  Lod z ,  Szczecin, and Tarnow on June 8- 14 this 
y e a r .  D i s cu s s e d  w e r e a l s o o t h e r  p r o b l e m s  c o n c e rn ing t h e  
Euchar i s t  Congress  and certain ecumen ical i s sues.  
The d i scuss ion covered also matters of wel fare and pas­
t o r a l  c a r e  over t o  drug ad d i c t s  and a l c oho l i c s ,  as w e l l  a s  
p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  v i s i t s  o f  P o l i s h b i s h o p s  ad l i m ina a p o s ­
t o l orum wh i ch - - un d e r  t h e  c anon l aw - - t ak e  p l a c e  v e ry f ive 
year s . 
X 
The 2 1 9 t h  P l e n a ry C o n f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  Po l i s h  E p i s c o p a t e  h e l d  i t s  
d eb a t e s  in W a r s a w  o n  M a r ch 1 0 - 1 1 ,  1 9 8 7 .  I t s  t o p i c  w a s  a g r e e d  upon 
dur ing the meet ing of  the Ma in Counc i l  of  the Pol ish Epis copat e ,  he l d  
in R o m e  o n  F e b ruary 2 7 ,  1 9 8 7 .  The d e b a t e s  w e r e  cha i r e d  b y  c a rd i n a l  
� - Jozef G l emp, Pol i sh Primate. 
Th e y  focu s e d  on t w o  r e l a t e d  i s s ue s :  the f o r t h c o m i n g  N a t i on a l 
Euchari s t  Congres s  and the third vi s i t  of  the Pope to  Poland. 
X 
A n e w l y  n o m ina t e d  aux i l i ary b i s h o p  o f  K i e l c e d i o c e s e ,  P i o t r  
Skucha , was consecrated on February 1 5 ,  1 98 7 ,  in the cathedra l bas i l i ­
c a  i n  K i e lce. The ceremony was a t t ended b y  18 b i shop s , diocesan and 
mona s t ic clergy, and numerous members of the congrega t i on. The con­
c e l eb ra t ed holy M a s s  was led by the Primate of Poland, cardinal Jozef 
G lemp, who a l s o  d e l ivered a hom i l y ,  reminding in i t  the l ongs tanding 
t rad i t ions of the Church in Kielce:  
The Church in K i e l ce mus t  be a s s ocia ted w i th the ent ire 
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m i l lenn ium o f  our Chr i s t i an ity. And a l though i t s  indepen­
dent exis t ence is not so long,  yet the enormi ty of suffering 
and experience is here extremely s igni ficant.  We mus t re­
m e m b e r  t h o s e  d i f f i cu l t  t i m e s  in t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  How 
d i f f i cu l t  i t  w a s  w i t h n o m ina t i o n s  o f  b i s h op s ,  w h e n  t he 
Church l ived under the par t i t ions. 1 We mus t  remember those 
num e r ou s  p r i e s t s  who had t o  s p end l o n g  y e a r s  i n  e x i l e  in 
S iberia because they were faithful to God and to the Home­
land. Revi t a l ized by the peregrinat ion of the re l i c  of the 
Ho l y  C ro s s ,  the C h u r c h  in K i e l c e s t an d s  n o w  a m o n g  the 
C h u r ch e s  i n  our Hom e l an d  as a s i gn of f a i t h ,  devo t i on to 
Chr i s t ian principles , defense o f  the Holy Cros s ,  defense of 
the Chu r c h .  
1r t  was on ly i n  1 9 18 that Po land rega ined independence l o s t  as  a 
resu l t  o f  three part it ions ( 1 7 7 2 ,  1 7 9 3 ,  1 7 95 )  by Rus s ia ,  Prus s ia,  and 
Aus t ria . 
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